
Parents and Carers as Partners 
How can you help unlock your child’s potential? 

 
Parents who attended our homework workshops contributed 

towards making these support documents. They will also be 

available on our school website. 

1. What kinds of texts can / should children read? 
Answer = whatever they enjoy! Not all children enjoy reading 
storybooks. Wherever our homework policy refers to reading a 
text of choice, feel free to think outside the box (especially if 
you have a reluctant reader on your hands). Encourage them to 
try different types of texts but make it as appealing as possible.  
  

 Fictional stories and factual books– books that interest 
them. 

 Local newspaper. 

 Google  

 Information signs on a walk / in the shop. 

 School newsletters 

 Poster boards e.g. co-op. 

 Leaflets / brochures e.g. when deciding what to do on 
holiday. 

 School dinner menu. 

 The blurb of a book / synopsis of a film. 

 Comic books and age appropriate magazines. 

 Information on food and toy packaging. 

 Apps and online books 

 Sports results 

 Recipes 

 Instruction and cards for board games 

 Audiobooks 

All of these are valid reading activities which children could 
choose to do after reading any allocated pages of reading 
homework as part of our homework policy. 



2. What kind of questions should we ask when we read 
with our children? 
 

Pupils can read the words without necessarily understanding 
the text. You can help your child develop their thinking skills by 
asking questions which will demonstrate their level of 
understanding. You don’t need to constantly ask them 
questions though - they also need time to read and listen to 
books uninterrupted to get lost in the story. 
 

 What would you do if that happened to you? 

 Can you think of a time that you felt like that? 

 How do you think he’s feeling right now? 

 Can you guess what that tricky word means? 

 Why is there an ! there? 

 What would you give it out of 10? Why? 

 Is this one better or worse than the last book? 

 Who is your favourite character / part and why? 

 Who do you relate to the most? 

 Who would you recommend it to and why? 

 Can you summarise the book in less than 1 minute without 
pausing? 

 Ask about the characters motivations e.g. Why do you think he 
said that? Why did he storm off in such a rush? 

 If you could change one thing about the book what would it 
be? 

 Would you have written the story with a different ending / with 
the characters making different choices? 

 Did you think that book was better than _________ ? 

 Do you want to read it again?! 
 

Aim to ask open questions so your child has to give more than 
a simple yes / no type of answer. Encourage them to explain 
their thinking behind their response. 



3. Tips for reading to children at home 

Children really benefit from being read to by an adult. Ideally, 
we’d love for all our younger pupils to be read to daily as part of 
their bedtime routine. It shapes how they view books and their 
future reading habits. Often parents stop reading to their 
children when they become able to read independently, but 
spending time reading to your child at this stage (and beyond) 
is a really worthwhile activity. 4 out of 5 pupils in P6/7 said they 
would enjoy being read to by an adult at home (2016). 

o Use expression and different voices for the different 
characters. 

o Show enthusiasm / excitement about reading. 
o Don’t just read at bedtime. 
o Show it’s ok to make mistakes / find words tricky. Let 

them hear you sound out words and make 
corrections. 

o Find a nice quiet, relaxing space and time to read. 
o Take turns if possible, so your child doesn’t just 

associate reading with one parent/carer. 
o Continue as they get older, for as long as they enjoy 

being read to. 
o Read out newspaper or magazine articles as you are 

reading them. 
o Encourage them to close their eyes and use their 

imagination rather than look at the pictures. 
o After reading a story to your child, give them the book 

to try and read. 
o Spend time talking about the story you just read –e.g.  

act it out, share your favourite part. 
o Ask questions during the story e.g. how do you think 

she felt when that happened? 
o Be a storyteller - make up stories instead of reading 

books. Tell them a story as you go on a walk / act it 
out, or make one together. 

4. Tips for reading with / listening to children read. 



We know it can be hard to fit reading homework in during the 
school week, especially if you have more than one child and / 
or extra-curricular activities. Therefore, parents helped us 
decide would be a realistic amount of time to expect pupils to 
spend on reading daily (Mon-Thurs); P1/2 - 5mins, P3/4 – 
10mins, P5-7 – 15mins. 
 

o Acknowledge improvement and effort. 
o Show interest / enthusiasm in the story. 
o Don’t show frustration / impatience. 
o Don’t give them the answer straight away e.g. help 

them to sound out words or to realise that they got a 
word wrong by reading it back so they can hear that it 
doesn’t make sense. 

o Ask them questions to check they understand what 
they are reading. 

o Once they have read a line, model to them how to 
say it in a ‘storyteller’s voice’ or with more expression 
and get them to mimic you. 

o Find a nice quiet, relaxing space to read (if possible!). 
o Take turns if possible, so your child doesn’t just 

associate reading with one parent / carer. 
o Ask questions to ensure they understand the text but 

don’t interrupt so much that you ruin the flow of the 
story.  

o Find the right time for you / your child – it might be 
straight after school once they’ve had a snack, it 
might be right before bed, or even in the morning.  

o If your child isn’t co-operating (when they are able), 
give them a break and come back to it if that’s what 
they need. Avoid a battle of wills.  
 

 
5. How can parents / carers help children to develop good 

reading habits (particularly as they grow older)? 

 



Not all children enjoy reading independently. They are more 

likely to do so if the adults around them have helped them to 

develop a love of books from an early age, but it’s never too 

late. Reading to children is all the more important for children 

who can’t or don’t read independently. 

 

o Encourage your child to read independently at 
bedtimes as regularly as possible.  

o Be aware of how much screen time your child is 
getting, and maintain a healthy balance.  

o Read a book then watch the film and discuss which 
was better. 

o Give books as birthday / Christmas presents or as 
rewards. 

o Model good reading habits – lead by example. 
o Continue to read to your child for as long as they 

enjoy it. 
o Talk to your child about books that you are reading, 

or books you enjoyed in the past. 
o Find books, comics, magazines and articles that they 

are interested in. 
o Find out what’s popular with children their age (e.g. 

www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading/book-lists/kids or 
ask their friends) 

o Make sure avid readers don’t get so caught up in 
their book that they don’t get enough sleep at 
bedtimes. 
 

 

  

http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading/book-lists/kids


6. Tips for helping children choose books 

For reluctant readers, it’s all about finding books and texts that 
will interest them. Once children have developed good reading 
habits, they should be encouraged to try different genres and 
authors to ensure they get the most out of their reading 
activities. 

o Take your child to the library as often as you can. 
o Encourage your child to read the blurb and not judge 

a book by its cover. 
o Show your child books that you read and enjoyed as 

a child. 
o Encourage your child to try new texts e.g. a factual 

book rather than a story for a change, or vice versa. 
o  Encourage your child to read a set amount of pages 

/ chapters before giving up on a book. Don’t make 
them finish a book they are not enjoying. 

o Find out what’s popular with children their age (e.g. 
www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading/book-lists/kids or 
ask their friends) 

o Take your child to book shops so they can see new 
releases and book charts and / or shop on-line for 
cheaper books. 

o Help get your child hooked on a series that they 
might enjoy e.g. David Walliams, Roald Dahl.  

o Ask a librarian for suggestions / help. 
 

http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading/book-lists/kids

