
Our Homework Policy at Sandbank Primary School 
 

We want homework to be a positive and meaningful experience for all pupils. 
1. We have chosen to focus on reading for our school’s homework policy as it is an area all 

pupils can improve in and benefit from. 

2. Teachers will suggest activities for parental engagement to complement the work of the 

classroom at the start of each term. 

3. Time will be set aside in class to visit the school library and to talk about books children are 

reading at home. 

4. Pupils will be encouraged to use their initiative to lead their learning at home. Teachers 

would be interested to hear what children have been learning outside the classroom. 

 

P3/4 

 Everyone   Even better if…    What we’d love is … 

Children should spend at least 10 
minutes reading on Monday – 
Thursday nights, starting with any 
allocated pages. Any ‘extra time’ 
should be spent on reading a book 
of their choice. 

Children get into the habit 
of reading daily i.e. 
spending a little time 
reading a text of their 
choice on Fri- Sun night as 
well. 

For children to choose to read 
their book of choice for longer 
than the set amount of time 
because they are enjoying it. 

We would encourage 
parents/carers to ensure that 
children have some books / texts 
at home to read for enjoyment.   

Children have regular 
opportunities to choose 
and swap books at the 
public library. 

For children to read a variety of 
types of books / texts e.g. 
poems, comics, stories, non-
fiction. 

We would encourage 
parents/carers to ask their child 
simple questions about the 
books/text they have read. 

Parents/carers ask their 
children a variety of 
questions about the 
books/text  they have read. 

For parents/carers to continue 
reading stories / novels to their 
children, and to ask them 
questions / talk to them about 
the text. 

P4 pupils only 
These children should update their 
reading passports regularly with 
information about books they 
have read for enjoyment. They 
should illustrate the ‘what I 
thought’ box e.g. with a picture of 
their favourite character. 

P4 pupils only 
These children could write 
a sentence to describe 
what they thought of the 
book, with correct 
punctuation. 

P4 pupils only 
For these children to write a 
high quality sentence about the 
book independently, using a 
wow word, fancy opener and / 
or a connective. 

 

Please let the class teacher know if you feel your child is unable to complete their allocated reading 

in the time frame given so that adjustments can be made. We understand that pupils have varying 

learning abilities and support needs and one size does not always fit all. 

  



What do we mean? 

What are ‘wow words’? 
Words we might not expect a child of that age to use in their everyday language. Making an attempt 
to use sophisticated words or phrases instead of common words e.g. I thought the book was really 
good because it was funny.  I thought the book was magnificent because it was so humorous! 
  
What is a ‘fancy opener’? 
We don’t want sentences to start with ‘I’ all the time e.g. I loved this book, I thought this book was 
…, I would recommend this book to ___. We would encourage children to try to ‘up-level’ their 
sentences by using openers such as; 
Although it wasn’t my favourite Roald Dahl book, I thoroughly enjoyed reading ________ because…. 
If this book was an animal / sweetie / sport / colour, it would be ___________ because… 
Despite what my friends thought of the book, I thought it was brilliant because…. 
If you like books about ______, you’ll love this! 
At first, I thought this book was fantastic but …. 
When I read the cover of this book I thought it would be boring / babyish / funny, but I discovered…. 
Don’t read this book if….. 
Although it took a while to get into the story, …. 
 
What is a ‘connective’? 
Words which link sentences together. We would encourage children to use connectives to make 
their sentences longer and to give more detailed responses.  
I was disappointed by the book because it wasn’t as good as my friend had made it out to be. 
I read the whole book even though I was bored from the first page. 
I think this book is best suited to P5+ as there are some scary characters in it. 
Gangsta Granny was a terrific book, although it wasn’t as good as Billionaire Boy. 
I owe my friend a favour since he recommended this author to me. 
 
What do we mean by genre? 
Different categories of texts; 
Fiction / stories – adventure, science fiction, romance, mystery, poetry, comics, fantasy, comedy, 
crime, fairy tale, folklore, short story, realistic fiction 
Non-fiction / factual books including biographies / diaries, encyclopaedias, ‘how to’ books, 
information books. 
 
What kind of punctuation are we looking for? 
1. Capital letter and full stop e.g. I was disappointed by this book. 
2. Capital letters for the name of the book, characters and author. 
3. Avoid capital letters and full stops around connectives like ‘and, but, because, although’ 
E.g. I was disappointed by this book because It wasn’t as good as the last one I read by the author. X 
      I was disappointed by this book because it wasn’t as good as the last one I read by the author.  
4. Use a ! if appropriate e.g. I couldn’t believe how this book ended! 
5. Phrase your sentence as a question e.g. Do you want to read a book that will grip you from start 

to finish? Then this is the book for you! 
 

 


